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Status of the Medical 
Marijuana Program in 

North Dakota



Patient has a 
debilitating medical 

condition

Health Care Provider 
executes a written 

certification

Patient applies for a 
registry 

identification card 
with DoH

Approved patient 
receives a registry 
identification card 

Patient can purchase 
usable marijuana at 

registered 
compassion centers

Process Overview



Debilitating Medical Conditions
• Agitation of Alzheimer’s disease or 

related dementia
• AIDS

• Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS)

• Anorexia Nervosa

• Anxiety Disorder

• Autism Spectrum Disorder

• Brain Injury

• Bulimia Nervosa

• Cancer

• Crohn’s disease

• Decompensated Cirrhosis caused by 
Hepatitis C

• Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome

• Endometriosis

• Epilepsy

• Fibromyalgia

• Glaucoma

• HIV

• Interstitial Cystitis



Debilitating Medical Conditions
• Migraine

• Neuropathy
• Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

• Rheumatoid Arthritis

• Spinal Stenosis or chronic back pain 
with objective neurological indication 
of intractable spasticity

• Tourette Syndrome

• Terminal Illness

• A chronic or debilitating disease or 
medical condition or treatment for 
such disease. 
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Written Certification
Health Care Providers
• Includes:

• Physicians
• Advanced Practice Registered Nurse
• Physician Assistants

• Must be licensed to practice in North Dakota.



Written Certification
Requirements
• Executed by a health care provider stating that the patient 

has a debilitating medical condition.
• Can only be executed in the course of a bona fide provider-

patient relationship.

Health care providers do not prescribe 
medical marijuana.



Minor Patients
• Additional Requirements Include:

• Documentation indicating the health care provider has 
explained the potential risks to the parent or legal guardian 
• Parent or legal guardian must consent in writing to the 

following:
• Allow the minor’s use of medical marijuana
• Serve as the minor’s designated caregiver
• Control acquisition and dosage
• Prevent the access to the minor

Minor patients must have a parent or legal guardian serve as a 
designated caregiver. 





Designated Caregiver

An individual who agrees to manage the well-being 
of a registered qualifying patient with respect to the 

qualifying patient’s medical use marijuana.



Compassion Center Agent

A principal officer, board member, member-manager, 
governor, employee, volunteer, or agent of a 

compassion center. 



Qualifying Patients
Ø Qualifying Medical Condition
Ø Written Certification
Ø Application Fee - $50/year (fee 

may be waived for minor)

Designated Caregivers
Ø 21 years of age
Ø Passed a criminal history record 

check
Ø Application Fee - $50/year

Compassion Center Agents
Ø 21 years of age
Ø Passed a criminal history record check
Ø Application Fee - $200/year (fee waived for lab agent)





Manufacturing2

8 Dispensaries

• Grow to meet demand.
• Growers, Producers, Processors
• $110,000/2 years for registration

• 3,500 ounce limit
• Patient Educators
• $90,000/2 years for 

registration











Types of Usable Marijuana
Usable Marijuana

Dried Leaves & 
Flowers

Medical Marijuana 
Products

Cannabinoid 
Concentrate or 

Extract

Medical 
Cannabinoid 

Products

Tinctures

Capsules

Topicals

Transdermal 
patches

Provider 
Authorization

Max 6% 
THC per 
serving

Max 50 
mg

THC per 
serving

Max 50 mg 
THC per 
serving

Not for Minors
*Products with >6% THC
*Dried Leaves & Flowers

Maximum purchase amounts per 30 
days:

*2.5 ounces total—dried leaves and flowers; and
*2000 mg THC total—other products

Enhanced amounts for patients with Cancer



Cannabinoid Edible Products



North Dakota Medical 
Marijuana Program in 

Numbers



Registry Identification Cards

3,415 Active 
Patient Cards

(8/1/2020)
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Debilitating Medical Conditions

42

16%

16%

15%

10%

9%

9%

6%

19%

Spinal stenosis or 
chronic back pain

Severe debilitating pain

Chronic or debilitating disease or 
medical condition

PTSD

Fibromyalgia

Anxiety disorder

Cancer

All other 
conditions

1,209 Total 
Medical 
Conditions 
Selected

As of 6/30/19



Constitutional Issues 
Related to Marijuana 

Legalization
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