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Founded in 1899 and steeped in rich 
tradition, the School of Law is among 
the oldest degree-granting units of the 
University of North Dakota.  It was the 
first of UND’s professional schools to 
begin operations. Its first dean was 
Guy H. Corliss, who had served as the 
inaugural Chief Justice of the North 
Dakota Supreme Court.
 
Despite its meager resources, the law 
school grew quickly in popularity. The 
occupation had considerable prestige, 
and there was much demand for lawyers 
in the new state. In his history of UND, 
University of the Northern Plains, Louis Geiger observed, “perhaps no other college paid off so 
quickly in broadening the University’s influences in North Dakota.”
 
Since 1911, UND Law has been a member of the Association of American Law Schools. The 
School of Law was approved in 1923 by the American Bar Association’s Section of Legal 
Education and Admission to the Bar and has been continuously reaccredited since.
 
The law school was located in downtown Grand Forks until it was moved to the UND campus 
during World War I. It shared a building constructed in 1922 on the corner of University Avenue 
and Centennial Drive with other campus departments for many years. The Law School continued 
to grow and ultimately took over the entire building, becoming what is known today as the School 
of Law. In 1973, the law school received its first major addition of a new law library, which was 
attached to the west side of the 1922 building.
 
More than 40 years later, in the 2015 fall semester, the UND School of Law took another historic 
step forward by completing and dedicating a $14.4 million renovation and building addition. As a 
result of the project, the educational space improved significantly as additional classrooms were 
added, featuring a state-of-the-art teaching courtroom, deliberation room and a high-tech “case 
study” classroom. Additional student study, collaboration and gathering space can be found 
throughout the addition and the renovated law library. This project has had a dramatic effect on 
the delivery of the education, and it has enhanced the unique spirit of community among the 
students. 
 
As the state’s only law school, the UND School of Law produces well-rounded legal professionals 
with the necessary skill set to serve as effective, innovative, and ethical leaders in North Dakota, 
our region, and our nation. The UND School of Law has a proud tradition of success of its 
graduates. A sense of pride among our alumni creates a strong alumni network that spreads 
across the country and around the world.



We, the Class of 2021,
would like to recognize and thank our family members and friends for the support and 
encouragement they have given us throughout our law school careers. Without that 
support and understanding, this would not have been possible.
  

The Class of 2021 in front of the law school during orientation in August 2018.
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This commencement program was printed in May 2021. Student photos by Behl's Photography in Grand Forks, and the 
law building photos by Chad Ziemendorf, Watford City, North Dakota.  

The University of North Dakota is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution. For more information on equal 
opportunity policies and procedures, see UND.edu
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