


Commencement CeremonyCommencement Ceremony
Saturday, May 8, 2021

Chester Fritz Auditorium
10:00 a.m.

	
		  Processional				    “Pomp and Circumstance,” 
							       by Edward Elgar

		
		  Welcome				    Michael S. McGinniss 
							       Dean, School of Law

							       Nick Hacker
							       Chair, North Dakota State Board of 
							       Higher Education
							     
		
		  Commencement 			   Jon J. Jensen
		  Address				    Chief Justice, North Dakota Supreme Court

		
		  Conferring of 				   Andrew P. Armacost 
		  Academic Degrees			   President, University of North Dakota

		
		  Proctor 				    Bradley W. Parrish
							       Assistant Dean for Student Services

		  Honorary Hooders 			   Jennifer Cook
							       Assistant Professor of Law

							       Denitsa Mavrova Heinrich
							       Rodney & Betty Webb Associate 
							       Professor of Law

		
		  President’s Remarks 		  Andrew P. Armacost
					   
		  Closing Remarks			   Michael S. McGinniss

		  Recessional				    Piano Concerto in F Major (No. 19),    			 
							       by Mozart
							     



Chief Justice Jon J. Jensen
Jon J. Jensen, 55, was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota. He is a 1987 graduate of 
Minnesota State University Mankato, B.S. Accounting, and a 1990 graduate of the 
University of North Dakota School of Law. From August 1990 to August 1991 he was 
a judicial law clerk for Chief Justice Ralph Erickstad of the North Dakota Supreme 
Court. From August 1991 through 2013 he was in private practice in Grand Forks, 
North Dakota. During private practice he was a trial attorney, eventually migrating 
toward a practice consisting primarily of criminal and civil tax trials, and representing 
clients throughout the Midwest. He took a leave of absence from private practice 

in 2000 and 2001 to work as Tax Counsel for Northwest Airlines. He served as a special assistant attorney 
general for the North Dakota Department of Transportation (valuation litigation), State Board of Higher 
Education (tax litigation), North Dakota State University (tax litigation), and the University of North Dakota (tax 
litigation). In 2012, with his spouse, he started a new law firm located in Grand Forks, North Dakota, focusing 
on estate planning, commercial litigation and tax litigation.

In 2013, Jon was appointed to the District Court by Governor Jack Dalrymple. He served as a trial judge for 
the Northeast Central Judicial District which consists of Grand Forks and Nelson counties. He was elected 
to that position in 2016. In 2017, Jon was appointed to the North Dakota Supreme Court by Governor Doug 
Burgum to replace Carol Kapsner following her retirement from the Court. In 2020, he was elected to a full 
ten-year term. In December 2019, Jon was elected Chief Justice by vote of the district court judges and 
Supreme Court justices and re-elected for a full five-year term in 2020.

During law school Jon met and married Linda Bata. They share similar interests and backgrounds. Both have 
undergraduate degrees in accounting, are licensed as Certified Public Accountants, and are graduates of 
the University of North Dakota School of Law. Jon and Linda reside in Bismarck, North Dakota with Storm, 
their four-year old Doberman Pinscher. Linda and Storm are a registered therapy team and several times 
each week they visit senior living facilities and memory care facilities to perform trick dog shows as well as 
traditional pet therapy.

Commencement Speaker

HONORARY UNIVERSITY MARSHALS 

Grand Marshal
Krista Sauber

Charter Marshal
Samantha Schmidt

Flag Marshal
Tiffany Findlay

The Marshals traditionally escort the degree candidates and platform personnel during the ceremony. 
They have been selected from the second and third-year students on the basis of academic excellence.  

Candidates Marshal
Kylie Sollie

Faculty Marshal
Jacob Strinden

Platform Marshal - Registrar
Katherine Wong

Platform Marshals - Hooder
Erik Wallevand

Kylee Carlin

Entrance Marshals
Elizabeth Rotherham

Charles Loken
Keaton Ostir

Tanner Langley

Inside Host Marshals
Austin Eggl

Brittney Macht

Lobby Host Marshal
Haley Finch
Gavin Mindt

Casey Orvedal



University of North Dakota School of Law

Class of 2021
Martha J. Amdahl
Albany, Minnesota
University of Minnesota

Ashley Megan Boomgaarden
Clearbrook, Minnesota
University of North Dakota

Brooke Ashley Chilla
Humble, Texas
Lamar University

Cassidy R. Bannes
St. Louis, Missouri

Ferris State University

Theodore R. Boyer
Fargo, North Dakota

North Dakota State University

 

Anastasija Ceklic
Winnipeg, Manitoba

University of Manitoba
December 2020

William Logan Caldwell
Hettinger, North Dakota
University of Jamestown



Jesus Dresden
Maricopa, Arizona
Arizona State University

John M. Fahrendorf
Reno, Nevada
University of San Diego 
December 2020

Elise A. Fischer
Castro Valley, California
University of Mary

Lacey Renae Garrison
Saint John, North Dakota
Minnesota State University Moorhead

 

Kristen Angela Clow
Grand Forks, North Dakota 
University of North Dakota

Janessa M. Eberle
Castle Rock, Colorado

Colorado State University
December 2020

 

Scott J. Fahrendorf
Reno, Nevada

Villanova University
December 2020

Elizabeth Jane Fordahl
Bismarck, North Dakota

Minnesota State University Moorhead



Marisa D. Gunhouse
Winnipeg, Manitoba
University of Manitoba

Tatiana J. Hamilton
Fargo, North Dakota
University of North Dakota

Kathryn Rose Jund
Anamoose, North Dakota

North Dakota State University

Amanda Marie Klemetsrud
Devils Lake, North Dakota

Northern Michigan University

Joseph D. Hackman
Hannaford, North Dakota

University of North Dakota

John Valentine Klein III
Max, North Dakota
University of North Dakota

Hadley Klepper
North Hollywood, California
California Lutheran University
December 2020



Cameron Don Landenberger
Bismarck, North Dakota
University of North Dakota

Levi Hunter Liebl
Gary, Minnesota
North Dakota State University

Chanpreet Kaur Lotey
Winnipeg, Manitoba
University of Manitoba

Rachael Sophia Mickelson Hendrickson
Rolla, North Dakota
University of North Dakota
Indian & Tribal Law Certificate
December 2020

Sean Zachary Kraut
Winnipeg, Manitoba

University of Manitoba

Isaac O'Meara Lees
Minneapolis, Minnesota

University of Minnesota Morris

Colin James Lindahl
Berthold, North Dakota

University of North Dakota

Molly McDowell
Ellensburg, Washington

Central Washington University



Dragica Miletic
Grand Forks, North Dakota
University of North Dakota

Jeffrey Patrick Palm
Chicago, Illinois
North Dakota State University

Christian L. Ponzetti
Spring Park, Minnesota
University of Missouri-Columbia

Magdalyn Ries
West Fargo, North Dakota
Minnesota State University Mankato

Ashley A. Olson
Wells, Minnesota

Winona State University

Christopher E. Perron
Winnipeg, Manitoba

University of Manitoba

Noah Joseph Poss
Fargo, North Dakota

North Dakota State University

Christopher Michael Rokke
Newfolden, Minnesota

University of North Dakota



Elliot J. Stoll
Dent, Minnesota
Minnesota State University Moorhead

Mia Mae Treuer
Grand Forks, North Dakota
University of North Dakota

Jared Matthew Smith
Fergus Falls, Minnesota

Minnesota State University Moorhead

Michael C. Studer
Blaine, Minnesota

University of Northwestern – St. Paul

Joshua Ryan Schell
Minot, North Dakota
University of North Dakota

Marcus C. Skonieczny
Grand Forks, North Dakota
University of North Dakota
December 2020

Anthony F. Romano
Gunnison, Colorado

Montana State University
Indian & Tribal Law Certificate

Samantha Kiah Sherman
Moorhead, North Dakota

North Dakota State University



Morgan Elizabeth Tuss
Billings, Montana
Montana State University Billings
December 2020

Ashley Marie Vander Wal
Mandan, North Dakota
Minot State University
Indian & Tribal Law Certificate

Garrick R. Voigt
Linton, North Dakota
University of North Dakota

Robert Weslie Urbatsch
Fargo, North Dakota

Minnesota State University Moorhead
December 2020

Cassidy A. Violet
Hawley, Minnesota

Minnesota State University Moorhead

Morgan Elizabeth Wentz
Bismarck, North Dakota

University of North Dakota

Katie Lynn Winbauer
Bismarck, North Dakota
Valley City State University

University of North Dakota

North Dakota State Board of Higher Education
Nick Hacker, Chair, Bismarck, ND 

Dr. Casey Ryan, Vice Chair, Grand Forks, ND
Danita Bye, Stanley, ND

Kathleen Neset, Tioga, ND
Jill Louters, New Rockford, ND

Tim Mihalick, Minot, ND
John Warford, Bismarck, ND

Elizabeth Legerski, Faculty Adviser, University of North Dakota
Retha Mattern, Staff Adviser, Bismarck State College

Erica Solberg, Student Member, North Dakota State University 

SCHOOL OF LAW DEANS



Andrew P. Armacost, President
Debbie Storrs, Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Cara Halgren, Vice President for Student Affairs & Diversity 
Meloney Linder, Vice President for Marketing & Communications
John Mihelich, Interim Vice President for Research & Economic Development
Jed Shivers, Vice President for Finance & Operations
Joshua Wynne, Vice President for Health Affairs
Scott Correll, Registrar

OFFICERS OF THE UNIVERSITY 
University of North Dakota

North Dakota State Board of Higher Education
Nick Hacker, Chair, Bismarck, ND 

Dr. Casey Ryan, Vice Chair, Grand Forks, ND
Danita Bye, Stanley, ND

Kathleen Neset, Tioga, ND
Jill Louters, New Rockford, ND

Tim Mihalick, Minot, ND
John Warford, Bismarck, ND

Elizabeth Legerski, Faculty Adviser, University of North Dakota
Retha Mattern, Staff Adviser, Bismarck State College

Erica Solberg, Student Member, North Dakota State University 

Andrew P. Armacost
UND President

SCHOOL OF LAW DEANS

Michael S. McGinniss
Dean & 

Professor of Law 

Bradley Myers
Associate Dean for 
Administration & 

Randy H. Lee 
Professor of Law  

Julia L. Ernst
Associate Dean for 

Academic and Student 
Affairs & Associate 
Professor of Law 

Bradley W. Parrish
Assistant Dean for 
Student Services 

Tammy R. P. Oltz
Assistant Dean for Law 
Library and Information 

Services & Assistant 
Professor of Law



Kirsten Dauphinais
Law School Builders of the 
Profession Professor of Law 

SCHOOL OF LAW FACULTY

Grant Christensen 
Associate Professor of Law

Jennifer Cook
Assistant Professor of Law 

John Cook
Visiting Assistant 
Professor of Law

Nikola Datzov 
Assistant Professor of Law

James Grijalva 
Lloyd & Ruth Friedman 

Professor of Law

Margaret Moore Jackson 
Kenneth & Frances Swenson 

Professor of Law

Denitsa Mavrova Heinrich 
Rodney & Betty Webb 

Associate Professor of Law

Ariana Meyers 
Assistant Professor of Law

Steven R. Morrison 
Associate Professor of Law

Michelle Phillips 
Assistant Professor of Law

Kathryn R.L. Rand 
Floyd B. Sperry 

Professor of Law

Jenny Samarzja 
Assistant Professor of Law

Alexandra Sickler 
Associate Professor of Law

Benjamin Templin 
Visiting Professor of Law

Paul Traynor 
Assistant Professor of Law



Owen Anderson
Michael Dodge  

Mark Friese 
Daniel Lee Gaustad

B.J. Jones 
Christopher Jung

Debbie Kleven 

Rachel Prudhomme
Bruce Quick

Michelle Parks 

Joseph J. Vacek
Brett D. Venhuizen
Ryan Younggren

FACULTY LECTURERS

SCHOOL OF LAW STAFF

Sheri Evans
Administrative Assistant

THORMOSGARD LAW LIBRARY STAFF

Janet Foerster
Administrative Assistant for Field 

Placements and Externships

Patricia "Trish" Hodny
Director, 

Field Placements and Externships

 

Laureen Johnson
Admissions and Records Officer

Aleisha Lokken
Director,

Admissions

Beth Moe
Director,

Alumni & Public Relations

Ja'toi Moore
Assistant Director,

Alumni & Public Relations

Lynnette Morin
Project Coordinator,

Tribal Judicial Institute

Renee Nilsen
Director,

Career Development

Karmen Otto
Faculty Administrative Assistant

Michelle Schumacher
Administrative Assistant

Pam Shea
Director,

Student Life

Julie Simon
Director,

Finance and Administration

Cheri Tretter
Administrative Assistant

David Haberman
 Head of Student Services

Michael J. Hanson
Law Information Technology 

Coordinator

Laurie McHenry
Head of Technical Services

Jane Oakland
Circulation & Interlibrary Loan 

Manager



UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA SCHOOL OF LAW

Founded in 1899 and steeped in rich 
tradition, the School of Law is among 
the oldest degree-granting units of the 
University of North Dakota.  It was the 
first of UND’s professional schools to 
begin operations. Its first dean was 
Guy H. Corliss, who had served as the 
inaugural Chief Justice of the North 
Dakota Supreme Court.
 
Despite its meager resources, the law 
school grew quickly in popularity. The 
occupation had considerable prestige, 
and there was much demand for lawyers 
in the new state. In his history of UND, 
University of the Northern Plains, Louis Geiger observed, “perhaps no other college paid off so 
quickly in broadening the University’s influences in North Dakota.”
 
Since 1911, UND Law has been a member of the Association of American Law Schools. The 
School of Law was approved in 1923 by the American Bar Association’s Section of Legal 
Education and Admission to the Bar and has been continuously reaccredited since.
 
The law school was located in downtown Grand Forks until it was moved to the UND campus 
during World War I. It shared a building constructed in 1922 on the corner of University Avenue 
and Centennial Drive with other campus departments for many years. The Law School continued 
to grow and ultimately took over the entire building, becoming what is known today as the School 
of Law. In 1973, the law school received its first major addition of a new law library, which was 
attached to the west side of the 1922 building.
 
More than 40 years later, in the 2015 fall semester, the UND School of Law took another historic 
step forward by completing and dedicating a $14.4 million renovation and building addition. As a 
result of the project, the educational space improved significantly as additional classrooms were 
added, featuring a state-of-the-art teaching courtroom, deliberation room and a high-tech “case 
study” classroom. Additional student study, collaboration and gathering space can be found 
throughout the addition and the renovated law library. This project has had a dramatic effect on 
the delivery of the education, and it has enhanced the unique spirit of community among the 
students. 
 
As the state’s only law school, the UND School of Law produces well-rounded legal professionals 
with the necessary skill set to serve as effective, innovative, and ethical leaders in North Dakota, 
our region, and our nation. The UND School of Law has a proud tradition of success of its 
graduates. A sense of pride among our alumni creates a strong alumni network that spreads 
across the country and around the world.



We, the Class of 2021,
would like to recognize and thank our family members and friends for the support and 
encouragement they have given us throughout our law school careers. Without that 
support and understanding, this would not have been possible.
  

The Class of 2021 in front of the law school during orientation in August 2018.

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA SCHOOL OF LAW

This commencement program was printed in May 2021. Student photos by Behl's Photography in Grand Forks, and the 
law building photos by Chad Ziemendorf, Watford City, North Dakota.  

The University of North Dakota is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution. For more information on equal 
opportunity policies and procedures, see UND.edu



215 CENTENNIAL DRIVE, STOP 9003
GRAND FORKS, ND 58202

law.UND.edu


